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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

1. Claims 1, 3-6, 8-13, 15-17 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Trower, II et al. U.S. Patent 6,121,981. 

Referring to claims 1 and 13, Trower, II et al. teach a moving picture playback method 
and program comprising forming a first window based on a predetermined software (loading an 
animation file and determining the frame to play back on the desktop/ shell of the operating 
system, or the frame's hosting region window) (column 6, lines 40-48 and 58-65), forming a 
second window as a child window of the first window on the first window (computing and 
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displaying a bounding region for the current frame) (column 5, lines 14-17), forming a third 
window as a child window of the second window (drawing the animation according to the 
bounding region on the bounding region) (column 5, line 30 and column 11, lines 28-31), setting 
a shape of each of the frames of the moving picture on the second window (the bounding region 
sets the shape, or boundary of the animation) (column 5, lines 26-29), and drawing color 
information of the frames of the moving picture on the third window (drawing the visible content 
of the current frame of the animation inside the bounding region window) (column 5, line 30). 
This is further recited in column 2, lines 38-53 and column 3, lines 1-15, and shown in Figures 2 
and 4. 

Referring to claims 5 and 16, Trower, II et al. teach a moving picture playback apparatus 
and program comprising an input device configured to input shape information and color 
information of the moving picture every frame (loading a sequence of animation into memory in 
order to play the sequence) (column 2, lines 38-43 and column 8, lines 36-65), a window system 
configured to generate a first window based on a software, a second window corresponding to a 
child window of the first window and superimposed on the first window and a third window 
corresponding to a child window of the second window (loading an animation file and 
determining the frame to play back on the desktop/ shell of the operating system, or the frame's 
hosting region window; computing a displaying a bounding region window for the current frame 
on the hosting region window; and drawing the visible content of the current frame of the 
animation inside the bounding region window) (column 5, lines 14-30, column 6, lines 40-48 and 
58-65 and column 1 1, lines 28-31); a shape setting device configured to set a shape of each of 
the frames of the moving picture on the second window (the bounding region sets the shape, or 
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boundary of the animation) (column 5, lines 26-29); a drawing device configured to draw on the 
third window a picture of the frame having the shape set on the second window (drawing the 
visible content of the current frame of the animation inside the bounding region window, 
clipping the current frame to the bounding region) (column 3, lines 9-1 1 and column 5, line 30); 
and a controller which controls the shape setting device and the drawing device according to a 
message from the window system to set the shape of each frame on the second window and draw 
the color information of the frame on the third window (the loader, sequencer, regionizer and 
region window controller working together to playback an animation in response to animation 
services requests received from clients) (column 6, lines 7-31 and Figure 3). This is further 
recited in column 2, lines 38-53 and column 3, lines 1-15, and shown in Figures 2 and 4. 

Referring to claims 3, 8, 15 and 19, Trower, II et al. teach drawing the first window again 
after setting of the shape of the frame (re-drawing the portion of the desktop host window that is 
modified by the animation) (column 6, lines 40-48 and column 1 1, lines 13-26). 

Referring to claim 4, Trower, II et al. teach the first window includes characters and/or a 
still picture (the hosting region window, or the desktop shell, displays characters and still 
pictures, such as icons) (Figure 2). 

Referring to claims 6 and 17, Trower, II et al. teach the controller instructing the shape 
setting device to set the shape and then instructs the drawing device to draw the color 
information of the frame according to the message from the window system (in response to client 
requests of animation services, the loader, sequencer, regionizer and region window controller 
work together to playback, or draw an animation) (column 6, lines 7-48, column 1 1, lines 8-20 
and Figure 3). 
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Referring to claims 9 and 20, Trower, II et al. teach the controller calculates, as a 
coordinate of an upper left corner of the third window, a relativity coordinate relative to a 
coordinate of an upper left corner of the second window, and uses this relativity coordinate as a 
reference coordinate for setting the moving picture shape on the second window (when the 
animation system draws the current frame, the animation is clipped to the bounding region 
window, which has coordinates relative to the upper left corner of the window) (column 2, lines 
44-53, column 7, lines 30-31 and column 10, lines 20-41). 

Referring to claim 10, Trower, II et al teach the input device generates encoded moving 
picture data including the shape information and color information, and which further includes a 
moving picture decoder configured to decode the encoded moving picture data and input the 
shape information and the color information to the shape setting device and the drawing device 
respectively (the frame's bitmaps read from the input device are compressed, or encoded and the 
loader is responsible for decompressing, or decoding the bitmaps into its native format) (column 
6, lines 32-39 and column 9, lines 12-50). 

Referring to claim 1 1, Trower, II et al. teach the shape setting device sends an instruction 
to the window system and sets the shape based on the shape information on the second window 
designated by the controller according to the message from the window system (upon receiving 
animation services requests from clients, the system sets the shape of the animation, i.e. via 
clipping the visual content of the frame, to correspond to the bounding region) (column 2, lines 
38-53, column 3, lines 1-15 and column 6, lines 7-14). 

Referring to claim 12, Trower, II et al. teach a plug-in software of a predetermined 
software having the first window instructs generating of the third window to the window system 
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(using software to paint windows) (column 5, lines 60-67, column 6, lines 1 1-14 and column 18, 
lines 50-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2, 7, 14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Trower, II et al. U.S. Patent 6,121,981, as applied to claims 1, 5, 13 and 16 above, and further in 
view of Foreman et al. U.S. Patent 6,628,303. 

Referring to claims 2 and 14, Trower, II et al. teach all of the limitations as applied to 
claims 1 and 13 above. Specifically, Trower, II et al. teach setting the shape of the animation 
(the bounding region sets the shape, or boundary of the animation) (Trower, II et al.: column 5, 
lines 26-29). However, Trower, II et al. fail to explicitly teach setting the shape after pause in 
the playback. Foreman et al. teach an interface that displays windows for playing back moving 
pictures (video display window for displaying frames of a video program) (Foreman et al.: 
column 2, lines 35-61) similar to that of Trower, n et al. In addition, Foreman et al. further teach 
pausing the playback of the video program (Foreman et al.: column 11, lines 32-46). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Trower, II et al. and 
Foreman et al. before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the method for setting 
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the shape of the moving picture system of Trower, II et al. to include pausing the playback taught 
by Foreman et al. One would have been motivated to make such a combination in order to allow 
users to have tools to more easily manipulate and edit motion pictures to assist in the creative 
design, planning and production of motion video programs. 

Referring to claims 7and 18, Trower, II et al. teach all of the limitations as applied to 
claims 5 and 16 above. Specifically, Trower, II et al. teach instructing the shape setting device to 
set the shape and then instructing the drawing device to draw the picture of the frame without 
waiting the message from the window system (once the bitmaps of the current frame has been 
loaded, the bounding region is computed and the animation drawn to the bounding region) 
(Trower, II et al.: column 2, lines 38-53 and column 3, lines 1-15). However, Trower, II et al. 
fail to explicitly teach pausing in the playback. Foreman et al. teach an interface that displays 
windows for playing back moving pictures (video display window for displaying frames of a 
video program) (Foreman et al: column 2, lines 35-61) similar to that of Trower, II et al. In 
addition, Foreman et al. further teach pausing the playback of the video program (Foreman et al: 
column 11, lines 32-46). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 
the teachings of Trower, n et al. and Foreman et al. before him at the time the invention was 
made, to modify the method for setting the shape of the moving picture system of Trower, II et 
al. to include pausing the playback taught by Foreman et al. One would have been motivated to 
make such a combination in order to allow users to have tools to more easily manipulate and edit 
motion pictures to assist in the creative design, planning and production of motion video 
programs. 
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3. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicants disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. §1.11 1(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach similar 
methods of playing back a moving picture. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (703) 305-0328 through 
the month of October, 2004 and (571) 272-4058 thereafter. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached at (703) 308-3 1 16 through the month of October, 2004 
and (571) 272-4048 thereafter. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-8720 through the month of October, 2004 and 
(571) 273-4058 thereafter. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



4 October 2004 
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